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| DENTI FI CATI ON OF PHENCYCLI DI NE AND CLANDESTI NE
LABORATORI ES

The wi despread use of PCP in the last three years has
presented | aw enforcenent and the fire services with an
increasingly difficult task, especially in Southern
California where the drug has gai ned a popul arity unequal ed
t hroughout the nation. While police and comunity groups
are coordinating highly visible prograns to deal with the
PCP problem this bulletin was prepared to acquai nt
personnel of this Departnment with the not so visible hazard
that growi ng PCP use has created for this Departnent.

l. | DENTI FI CATI ON OF PHENCYCLI DI NE ( PCP)

PCP was devel oped as an anesthetic and from 1963-1967 was
mar ket ed under the trade nane Sernyl. Since 1968, PCP has
been legally available only to veterinarians as an ani mal
anesthetic (Sernylan). Because of the varied effects PCP
has on its users, it can be neither classified as a

stinmul ant, depressant, or hallucinogenic. Low dosages may
result in stinmulant-related synptons, while high dosages
may cause depressant-like behavior. Some conmopn synptons
associ ated with PCP are:

Nyst aguns, an involuntary rapid novenent of the
eyebal | when it is focused to the extrene right,
extreme left, up or down

Physi cal strength beyond normal capacities
Staring, due to | ack of response to visual stimnuli

Del usi ons or hal | uci nati ons

Unable to feel pain



Agitated, excited, bizarre behavior progressing to
conpl ete danger to hinself and others

Sl ow and slurred speech progressing to no speech
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Lack of nuscle coordination with restlessness, repetitive
novenent and facial grimacing

1. TREATMENT

Prior to arrival of paramedic or anbul ance personnel
energency treatnment of such patients should be:

1. | medi ate renoval fromthe affected area
2. Rest rai nt
3. Checking the airway, breathing and circul ation
4. Wth chem cal burn patients, saturation with
copi ous amounts of water, especially for eye
bur ns
5. | medi at e oxygen inhalation or resuscitation for

unconsci ous patients

PCP use reportedly results in increased rates of fetal
| oss, decreased fertility, chronobsone breakage and, anong
of fspring, a larger incidence of birth defects.

The nost comon forns of PCP found in the Los Angel es area
are:

Crystalline which is inhaled or sprinkled on anot her
subst ance and snoked

Li quid which produces “angel dust” when m xed with
| eafy substances and dried
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Cgarettes, comercial brands dipped in |iquid PCP
I'11. LABORATORY | DENTI FI CATI ON
Chem cal s used for PCP manufacturing are extrenely toxic

and vol atile, increasing the |ikelihood of explosion and
fire which, in turn, may al nost certainly result in toxic



fumes. The dangers present when confronting illicit
| aboratories can be mnim zed by awareness of the presence
of a |aboratory.

A variety of chemcals are used in PCP manufacture, the
nost | ethal of which are potassium cyani de and hydrochloric
acid which when m xed together produce Hydrogen Cyani de
Gas, the gas used in the gas chanber

Anot her chem cal, phenyl magnesi um brom de, w Il expl ode
when brought into contact with water. This substance is
usual |y recogni zed by the presence of magnesi umturnings in
a flask or container which is packed inice. It is
inportant to maintain this ice pack and not et any water
enter the flask itself.
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The following, fromthe Los Angeles Police Departnent, are

comon indicators of an illicit drug | aboratory:
1. Usual | y, because of the danger of fire and the
presence of toxic funmes, no one will actually

live at the | ocation.

2. Attenpts will be nmade to seal the doors and
wi ndows to conceal the odor.

3. The operator may install large ventilation fans
for funme di spersnent.

4. Delivery of 55-gallon steel druns.

5. Del ivery of unusually |arge amounts of ice.

6. A strong, distinctive odor of ether.

7. The location is sparsely furnished.

8. Destruction of plant |ife nay be noticeabl e due

to dunpi ng of chemi cal s.

The presence of these indicators nmay corroborate the belief
that an illicit | aboratory has been | ocated. Local police
shoul d be notified for further investigation.



It has been estimated that nearly 30% of illegal PCP

| aboratories are found because the highly volatile

chem cal s cause the | abs to explode or catch fire. It is
the volatility of PCP s chem cal conponents and the user’s
imunity to pain, and not the fear of fatal overdoses,

whi ch are the i nmedi ate causes of concern.
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