TRAI NI NG BULLETI N NUMBER 54

HAZARDOUS/ | LLEGAL MEZZANI NES

| NTRODUCT| ON

Due to recent fire incidents, this Departnment has becone aware of
hazardous and/or illegal nezzani nes which, under firefighting conditions,
have presented serious conditions in which nmenbers could have been
seriously injured or possibly killed. Fire Department nmenbers shall be
know edgeable in the requirenents for a | egal nmezzanine and how to abate
hazar dous conditi ons.

FI REFI GHTI NG CONCERNS

1. Has the mezzani ne been legally constructed with a permt from
t he Departnment of Building and Safety?

2. Are there sprinklers above and beneath the nezzanine? (Afully
sprinkl ered buil ding nust have sprinklers installed above and
beneat h any nmezzani ne.)

3. Are there overl oaded storage conditions that gay lead to
premat ure mezzani ne col | apse under fire conditions? (Overl oaded
nmezzani ne conditions should be treated as inmediate life
hazar ds.)

DEFI NI TI ON

A nezzanine or nmezzanine floor is an internmediate floor placed in any
story or room Wen the total area of any such nezzanine fl oor exceeds
33-1/3 percent of the total floor area in that room it shall be
considered as constituting an additional "story" in the building. The
cl ear hei ght above or bel ow a nezzani ne fl oor construction shall be not
| ess than seven feet.



REQUI REMENTS

Roons may contain nezzanine floors when constructed in accordance with the
fol | owi ng:

1.

The construction of a nezzani ne shall be consistent with the
requi renments for the type of building construction in which the
nmezzanine is located, but the fire-resistive time period need
not exceed one hour for unencl osed nezzani nes constructed in
accordance with Item Nunber 4 below. The clear height above and
bel ow t he nezzani ne floor construction shall be not |ess than
seven feet.

There shall be not nore than two | evels of nezzanines in a room
However, there is no limtation on the nunber of nezzani nes
within a room

The aggregate area of nezzanines within a roomshall not exceed
one-third the area of the roomin which they are | ocated.

Al'l portions of a mezzanine shall be open to the roomin which it
is |ocated. The side of the nezzanine which is open to the room
shal | be unobstructed except for colums, posts and protective
walls, or railings not nore than 42 inches in height.

EXCEPTI ONS:

a) Partitioning may be installed, provided the aggregate fl oor
area of the encl osed space does not exceed ten percent of
the area of the nezzanine or have an occupant |oad
exceedi ng ten, whichever is greater.

b) Mezzani nes having two or nore exits need not open into the
story in which they are | ocated, provided at |east one of
the exits gives direct access to a protected exit corridor,
an exit court, enclosed exit stairway, exterior exit,
exterior exit balcony, or exit passageway.

c) In industrial facilities, nezzanines used for contro
equi prent may be gl azed on all sides. Control equipnent is
t hat equi prment at which an operator is present to contro
t he operation of machinery located in the roomin which the
mezzani ne i s | ocated.

d) Two exits shall be provided from nezzani nes havi ng an
occupant | oad of nore than ten or when the area of the
mezzani ne exceeds 2,000 square feet, whichever is the nore
restrictive.



e) The occupant | oad of the nmezzanine shall be added to the
occupant |l oad of the story or roomin which it is |ocated.

HAZARD CORRECTI ON PROCEDURES

1.

If a violation of a code or ordinance enforced by an agency ot her
than the Fire Departnent constitutes a fire hazard, a notice shal
be issued citing 57.20.16 of the Fire Code for the abatenent of the
hazar d.

For sprinklered buil dings without sprinklers extending beneath the
nmezzani ne, a notice shall be issued directing the renoval of al
conbustible materials beneath the nmezzani ne and notification shal
be made to the Fire Prevention Bureau as per No. 1 above.

For mezzani nes which do not appear to be adequate to support the
wei ght of storage, a Fire/Life Safety Violation Notice requiring
"forthwi th" conpliance shall be issued for renpval of storage to a
wei ght which is a safe structural |oad; and notification shall be
made to the Fire Prevention Bureau.

Any questions concerning nezzani nes may be tel ephoned to the North
I ndustrial Unit of the Fire Prevention Bureau.





