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BOVB SCENE | NClI DENTS

| NTRODUCT! ON

Bonbi ng and the threat of bonbing incidents have created a
need for practical know edge to cope with the increasingly
violent activities of people who represent segnents of
unrest in our society.

In order to ensure safety and mnimze risk to nmenbers of
our Departnent, organizational plans nmust be nade in
advance to handl e bonb incidents. C ear-cut |evels of
authority nust be established. It is inportant that each
conpany devel op standard operati ng procedures. Wen one is
equi pped wth an organi zed plan, nost bonb threat problens
can be resolved with mninmal personal injury and property
damage. By making this information avail able, we are
attenpting to help you help yourself in dealing with bonb
scene incidents.

| NCI DENTS

Nuner ous incidents where unusual containers have been
utilized to house inprovised expl osive devices (| ED) have
been rapidly occurring since 1987.

On Sunday, Decenber 6, 1987, at 1120 hours, the Fire
Departnment responded to an expl osion at 2450 Louel |l a Avenue
in the Venice Area. Conpanies first on-scene found a snal
fire in the kitchen area, out on arrival; extensive damage
to the wi ndows, doors and structural nenbers were noted.

An investigation revealed that a | etter/ package devi ce had
expl oded whil e being opened in the kitchen. The person
openi ng the device received extensive injuries and was
transported to a hospital. The victimeventually succunbed
to his injuries.
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The device was a package, approximately 8”"X 10" X 37,

wr apped in ordinary brown paper. The device was powered by
a 9-volt battery and filled with nails and ot her sharp
met al obj ects.

On Septenber 19,1988, fire suppression conpani es responded
to an explosion at 11500 West O ynpi ¢ Boul evard. There,
the first conpanies found a vehicle well engulfed in fire
in a subterranean garage. The vehicle was parked adj acent
to the building s elevator shaft. The occupancy was a
four-story office building.

It was determ ned that this vehicle had been set up to be
an expl osi ve device. Evidence found included nunerous pipe
bonbs, 15 gallons of gasoline, and nunerous contai ners of

bl each and ammoni a, all connected with wires attached to a
power supply.

On August 11, 1991, conpanies in South Central Los Angeles
were in the process of forcible entry into a single famly
resi dence at 4500 South G marron Street when an expl osion
was heard near the fire's point of origin. After
knockdown, an inspection of the scene reveal ed an

unexpl oded si x-i nch pipe bonb.

Each of these incidents had the possibility of causing
severe damage and resulting in nunerous lives |ost as well

as injured. Al ways keep in mnd, the possibility of
secondary devices, as well as the primary devices, being
scattered sone distance fromthe first explosion. It is

i nperative that the Incident Conmander secure the scene a
sufficient distance fromthe area of origin to ensure the
safety of spectators as well as Departnent personnel.

Expl osi ve devices can resenble al nost anything: A letter,

[ unch pail, or common stick of dynamte. Bonbs can be
triggered by al nbst any neans, including the slightest
movenent. Therefore, if a suspicious object is located, IT
SHOULD NOT BE TOUCHED OR DI STURBED UNDER ANY Cl RCUMSTANCE
OFFI CERS SHOULD | MMVEDI ATELY REQUEST THE LAPD FI REARMS AND
EXPLOSI VE UNI T (BOVB SQUAD), SCIENTIFIC I NVESTI GATI ON



DI VISION (SI D), DETECTI VE HEADQUARTERS DI VI SION (DHD), OR
Cl M NAL CONSPI RACY SECTI ON THROUGH OCD.

| mprovi sed expl osi ve devices are easily produced through
the use of common articles, such as cast iron plates, PVC
pi pe, saltshakers, cigarettes, matches, newspaper, and
maski ng tape which are readily avail able. Snokel ess powder
and accel erants can al so be easily acquired.
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The I ncident Conmander should nmake sure that the Bonb Squad
and Crim nal Conspiracy Section (CCS) have been notified.
NO ONE SHOULD BE ALLOWED I N THE AREA UNTIL THE BOVB EXPERTS
HAVE ARRI VED AND CLEARED ENTRY | NTO THE DAMAGED AREA. This
w Il ensure that proper investigative procedures can be

foll owed, evidence is protected fromcontam nation, and the
danger from secondary explosions is reduced.

At the scene of a bonbing, one of the forenbst concerns is
the safety of residents. It should be determined if anyone
was in the structure during the explosion and if first aid
i s needed. Menbers should use sound judgnent in attenpting
any rescue. The possibility of a secondary device should
be kept in mnd if entry into the building is to be
consi der ed.

ARRI VAL AT THE SCENE

Upon arrival at the incident, nenbers should inmediately
survey the surroundings for potential danger. The presence
of residents, power lines, and/or flanmmble materials in
the vicinity nust be considered.

Radi os should NOT be used for communication while at a bonb
threat |ocation. Some devices are wired with electrical

bl asting caps or are radio controlled: radio transm ssions
could trigger such a device. The 800 MHz radios are
intrinsically safe, but to ensure the safety of personne

di sarm ng the device, radio transm ssion should be
suspended within 200 feet of the working area.

I n addition, apparatus should be parked away fromthe
scene, as the Conmputer Aided Dispatch System along with
the Mobile Data Terminals, randomy transmits |locations to
OCD approximately every 15 seconds. This random

transm ssion could trigger a device.

PROCEDURES AT BOVB | NClI DENTS

Whenever fire departnent personnel |ocate a bonb or have
reason to believe that a bonb may be on the preni ses, they
shal | :

1. Not touch or nove suspected bonb.



2. Notify fire personnel in the imedi ate area of the
situation and establish a safe area.

3. Notify the police departnent of the need for a Bonb
Squad Unit. Request energency response, “Code Three,”
in LAPD term nology. This request should be nade
t hrough OCD, by tel ephone or Departnent radio, if
outside the 200 foot limt.
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4. Gve the followng information (w thout disturbing
suspected bonb):

a. | ocati on
b. Description of object(s). (Renmenber there is a
good possibility of a secondary device.)

(1) Type (dynamte sticks, grenade, etc.)

(2) Size

(3) Markings and col ors

(4) CQObvious characteristics (ticking noise,
burning fuse, etc.)

5. Performthe followi ng functions while awaiting arrival
of the Bonb Squad:

a. Prevent any di sturbance of the suspected bonb.
b. Determne if an evacuation is to be nade.

| f so, consider evacuating the area. Even though
t he evacuation of an area is a police
responsibility, the fire departnent has a nora
responsibility to evacuate a dangerous area
before arrival of police personnel. Every
situation will vary, but the average safety zone
is 1,000 feet behind protective cover.

C. When ordering evacuati on:
(1) Avoid nentioning a suspected bonb (use Fire

Drill, etc.)
(2) Gve firm clear directions to safe area.



(3)

(4)

(5)

Advi se evacuees to take easy transportable
personal property, such as purses, coats,
etc., with them

Check to see that all doors and w ndows are
open to mnimze primary damage from bl ast
and secondary danmage from fragnmentation

Post guards agai nst unauthorized entry or
appr oach.
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(6) Prevent reentry into the building until the
devi ce has been renoved/ di sarned and the
bui | di ng decl ared safe.

(7) Post personnel to advise arriving Bonb Squad
of existing conditions.

EVACUATI ON RESPONSI BI LI TY

The fire departnent and the police departnent have
concurrent jurisdictions in energencies involving
evacuations. The fire departnent’s authority to close an
area and order an evacuation is found in the Los Angel es
Fire Code, Los Angel es Minicipal Code, and Los Angel es
Adm ni strative Code.

The nenber in charge may give the order to have the

| ocation evacuated if they believe it is necessary. |If
refused, Section 409.5 P.C. (Penal Code), Section 57.01.20
and Section 57.01.21 of the Fire Code gives the authority
to evacuate an area for the safety of the public:

409.5 Authority of Peace Oficers to Close Disaster Area

Whenever a nenace to the public health or safety is
created by a calanmty such as floor, storm fire,
eart hquake, expl osion, accident or other disaster,
peace officers may cl ose the area where the nenace
exists for the duration thereof, to any and al
persons not authorized by such officer to enter or
remain within the cl osed area.

Fire departnent and police departnent |ncident Comranders
must view the nature of the existing incident as the factor
t hat determ nes which departnment should order the
evacuation. Both departnments nust nmake every effort to
coordinate their responsibilities at the scene. If the
departnent with the primary responsibility for control is
not at the scene, authority exists for the other to make
the determ nation and to take appropriate action.



The nost serious of all decisions to be made in the event
of a bonb threat is evacuation or non-evacuation of the
bui | di ng.
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Bui | di ng nanagenent nmay al ready have a carte bl anche policy
that directs in the event of a bonb threat, evacuation wll
be effected i mmedi ately. This pre-planned deci sion
circunvents the cal culated risk and gives primary
consideration to the safety of personnel in the building.
However, it also results in |lost production tinme, which is
unnecessarily costly, if the threat is a hoax. The
alternative is for building nmanagenent to nake the decision
to evacuate on the spot at the time of the decision. In
the past, the vast majority of bonmb threats turned out to
be hoaxes. However, today, nore of the threats are
materializing; therefore, our Department’s first
consideration is for human |ife.

It is practically inpossible to determine i Mmediately if a

bonb is real. |If it is decided that evacuation is
necessary, nenbers shoul d nove everyone out of the area
quickly and calmy. It is advisable to evacuate all roons

of the building, avoiding the area where the suspected
device is located. Evacuees should al so be kept away from
wi ndows or objects that could cause injury during an

expl osion. Menbers should use their best judgnment when
determ ning how far fromthe suspected device evacuees
shoul d be noved, keeping in mnd the average safety zone of
1,000 feet behind protective cover.

Everyone should be cleared fromthe area prior to the
arrival of the Bonb Squad as they may be working “agai nst
the clock” on a time device. This is equally inportant in
an open area, such as a city street. |If the Bonb Squad has
been called, the street should be bl ocked off and al
traffic, pedestrians and vehicles, diverted away fromthe
danger area.

Once the area is secured, only Bonb Squad and appropriate
police personnel should be allowed to enter the area unl ess
ot herwi se authorized by the responsible investigating
officer at the scene. Menbers should maintain perineter
control until the device has been dismantled or renoved.



NOTE: The di sarm ng and renoval of bonbs of
suspi ci ous objects nust be left to the
prof essional s i n expl osive ordinance
di sposal :





