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Forcible Entry Solution Worksheet

· Describe additional forcible entry equipment that may be needed.

I would have my axe (scabbarded) and a sledge hammer to go along with the rotary saw and Halligan. Carry the sedge and Halligan in one hand as a package and the saw in the other. 

· Describe initial critical actions.

My initial critical action at this fire is to get face to face with the Engine 17 Captain and inform him that I know this occupancy and urge him to use the large rolling steel door in the rear to enter this structure. The Engine Co. will probably be drawn to the front door due to the ease of getting the line in place. Using the narrow front door into the office area will soon be tight as the next Engines arrive onscene and begin advancing more lines inside. Emergency egress for 3 or 4 Engine Co.s through a single 36” door would be a mess. This door would also be more difficult and time consuming to open compared to the rolling steel in the rear.

· Describe priority of forcible entry openings.

I hope the Engine Captain chooses to use the rear door, if he does that’s where I’ll start. If he wants to use the front I ‘ll get to work there. Either way I’m going from one to the other. As far as the barred windows go, I’d remove them only if they were low enough to provide a means of egress for Companies on the inside. I would also ask IC to get the Truck 9 insideman to give me a hand in getting this place open. The exposure also needs to be addressed, the extent of the fire will dictate what we have to do there.

· Describe responsibilities after forcible entry is completed.

First I’d let IC know that forcible entry is complete.  It sounds like we have an attic fire here so I’d get inside with an inside ladder, making sure the Engine 17 Captain knows I’m now attached  to his crew.  The ladder size will depend on what we find inside (ceiling height). Once inside help the Engine Co with pulling hose and ceilings. Doesn’t sound like any S&R will be needed  (commercial –night). Other considerations would be salvage, lighting, horizontal ventilation.

Rick Ramirez

Engine 17 “A”

P.S.    Working with Lane the last four years was one the high points of my career.  He was a peach of a guy and an awesome Fireman.     I miss him.
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