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You are a Captain as-
signed to a single En-
gine Company in the
downtown area of
your City. This area is
a heavily congested
area with both vehicu-
lar and foot traffic. It
is 1230 hours when
your Engine is dis-
patched to a rubbish
fire. The location of
the rubbish fire is on a
narrow one-way street.
This street is a lunch
time favorite for the
many civilian workers
in the area. There are
many places to eat
and shop. The side-
walks are very wide.
As you respond down
this street you observe
the rubbish fire in a

wire mesh trash can.
It is a small fire and
your crew goes to
work on it. A civilian
approaches you and
states that the fire is
the result of a small
explosion in the trash
can. Your nozzle fire-
fighter gets your atten-
tion and points out a
cell phone strapped to
the bottom of the wire
mesh trash can. It is
similar to the one in
Diagram #1. While
you are inspecting the
cell phone, you hear
two separate minor
explosions down the
street. Two more
trash cans have now
burst into flames.

There are no injuries to
nearby civilians. A few
seconds later a large
explosion rips apart
what appears to be a
parked car. This explo-
sion takes place ap-
proximately 200 yards
away from you and your
crew. There are many
civilian injuries. There
is no fire problem.
Captain Guidelines
 Describe Scene

Safety Procedures
 Describe Civilian

Safety Procedures
 Order Additional

Resources
 Place Additional Re-

sources
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Role-playing Ideas

• Have one member “role
play” the position of Cap-
tain in order to provide a
solution.

• You can also divide
members into groups in
order to develop solu-
tions.

• Solutions should be sub-
mitted via email to
tdg@lafdtraining.org

• Solutions from the field
can be viewed online at
www.LAFDtraining.org.
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Use Training Code 08AU for
Network Staffing Entries

Improvised Explosive
Device?

Diagram #1




